same low carve, offering little resistance to the deforming force.
Another two weeks makes little difference to the X-ray appearance of the plated bones (Fig 9) , the fracture line being almost undiscernible. At eight weeks the calcification of the callus in the plastered bone is complete and the picture is that of a united fracture. The mechanical tests confirm that union ( Fig 10) has, in fact, occurred, but the figures in Table 3 show that, whereas the plated bones are now as rigid as the normal rabbit tibia, the plastered bones are about as rigid as the plated bones were four weeks earlier.
No mention has been made of the strength of the uniting bone: although the mechanical records selected for illustration seem to show a steady increase in strength from compressed to plastered fracture from four to eight weeks, this is by no means typical of the results as a whole. The Specific Gravity of Femoral Head Biopsies [ Summary ] by A C Bingold FRcs (Lewisham Hospital, London) In an attempt to forecast the result in the treatment of fractures of the femoral neck, the author has, during the past three years, taken biopsies from the centre of the femoral head when inserting his own type of sliding pin. It was found that some fractures with dead biopsies united normally whereas in others with viable biopsies the pins cut out of the femoral heads or the heads subsequently collapsed. In addition to histological examination the specific gravity of 15 biopsy specimens was ascertained; this ranged from 1-10 to 1-66. When the specific gravity was below 1P35 the prognosis was found to be poor.
At present determination of the specific gravity of femoral head biopsies serves little more than as a guide to prognosis. A simple radiological method of assaying the density of femoral heads is now being developed and it is hoped that it will eventually be possible to select the cases and to pin only adequately mineralized hips.
The following paper was also read:
Intra-osseous Venography in Osteoarthritis Mr B Helal A fuller version of the clinical aspects of this paper has been published in the Postgraduate Medical Journal (1965, 41, 172) . The animal experimental work will be published in full at a later date.
